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would go through the Sanskrit literature on Vedanta
according to the orthodox system. And so he did,
The Pandits who met him after his residence at
Beas Ashram saw the miraculous change, he was a
scholar imbued with the orthodox spirit of tradi-
tional interpretations of Yedas, combined with his
acquaintance with the methods of Western criticism
and research.
But this study of Sanskrit killed Swami Rama, it
benumbed his gay bird-like spirit, it made a poet
into a moody philosopher. On the commencement
of his study, I had the temerity to address him a
letter reminding him that his Pandit critics were
. dead, and why should he smart under their ignorant
criticism, and ruin his own joy, by getting into the
stale and musty atmosphere of old Sanskrit Grammar?
To this he replied: " Rama has a lot of energy left*
and why not spend it in learning Sanskrit."
From Beas Ashram onward, he lived in the philo-
logy of the Sanskrit words and grammatical con-
structions and immersed in enjoying the beauty of
the Vedic Mantrams.   He laughed heartily at the
wrong translations and misinterpretations of Vedaa,
introduced in certain quarters in India in the absurd \
faith of the infallibility of Vedas, and in the still
moire absurd effort of proving them to be the texl
books OB modem science also, and remarked: " Every,
one .has the right to interpret for himself anything
as he likes-   For example, Rama takes the wine cf:
Hafiz to moan divine intoxication, and taking it IB
Baim enjoys tfee dlvii^e wine of B$ip%